Nominations for 2nd Vice Chair:

Bernadette Marie Calafell

I am humbled and honored to accept this nomination for Second Vice-President of the GLBTQ Division of NCA. I apologize in advance because as I will not be at the Business Meeting as I will be accepting an award at the Ethnography Division Business Meeting, which is scheduled concurrently.

I am currently Associate Professor of Culture and Communication and Chair in the Department of Communication Studies at the University of Denver. I also serve as Affiliate Faculty in Gender and Women’s Studies, Urban Studies, and the Latina/o Center for Community Engagement and Scholarship. I would welcome the opportunity to take on an active leadership role in the GLBTQ Division. Within the NCA I have served in leadership positions in the Latina/o Communication Studies Division and La Raza Caucus, moving through the ranks from Vice-Chair Elect to Immediate Past-Chair from 2005-2009. My duties in these roles included program planning, recruiting members, representing the division and caucus, and advocacy.  In addition to my involvement in the LCSD and La Raza Caucus, I served as the Vice-President of ORWAC, the Organization for Research Women and Communication, between 2007-2009, and on the Legislative Assembly of the Western States Communication Association from 2008-2010.  

In my first faculty position at Syracuse University I was part of an interdisciplinary group who worked to create an LGBT Studies minor. From 2005-2006, I served as Affiliate Faculty in this program. At the University of Denver I was awarded the Out Through the Mind Award at the 2009 LGBTQIA Annual Gala for my research, teaching, and advocacy on campus. Additionally, my research has been recognized by the NCA as I was awarded the 2009 Lilla A. Heston Award for Outstanding Research in Oral Interpretation and Performance and the 2010 Scholar of the Year Award by the LCSD and La Raza Caucus.  My current research projects include theorizing the experiences of queer women of color in the academy and problematizing discourses of “family friendly” academic environments. 

Should I be elected to this position I would continue to promote the scholarship, teaching, and service of the GLBTQ Division and serve as an advocate in the NCA. Not only would I bring my previous experiences in leadership to this position, but I would also bring a commitment to strengthening the diversity of our division. My research, teaching, and service are intimately connected to my lived experiences, as I understand the importance of considering the identities and perspectives of queer people of color. In addition, it is my hope we will continue to value the multiple positionalities within GLBTQ identities, not only as they intersect with race and ethnicity, but also as they intersect with disability, class, citizenship, and gender diversity.   

I welcome you to visit my website at www.bernadettemariecalafellphd.com to learn more about me, my research, teaching, and service. I can also be reached via email at Bernadette.Calafell@du.edu if you would like to get in touch with me.  Thank you for your consideration of my candidacy. 

Thomas R. Dunn

It is an honor to be nominated to serve as Vice Chair Elect for the GLBTQ Communication Studies Division, particularly with the responsibility to plan for NCA's 100th anniversary. I am thrilled to accept this nomination. 

For those of you who do not know me, I am an Assistant Professor of Rhetorical Studies at Colorado State University. I received my Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh in 2011. In my eight years as a member of NCA, I have been fortunate to have a long affiliation with both the GLBTQ Division and the Caucus for LGBTQ Concerns. I have been a member of both the Division and Caucus since my first NCA in 2004. In 2007, I was elected as Webmaster and Publicity Chair for the Caucus and the Division and served in that capacity until 2011. In this position, I worked with the Caucus and Division leadership and membership on a number of issues and served on the selection Committee for the Randy Majors Award. I have also served as both a reviewer and chair for the Division and Caucus since 2007. 

Since one of the most vital roles of the Vice Chair Elect is programming a future conference for the Division, let me speak to my interests and experience in GLBTQ communication scholarship. I am a rhetorical scholar by training and also consider myself a queer memory scholar. My research agenda focuses on the use of GLBTQ public memories by queer rhetors to argue for social, cultural, and political change. While I take a rhetorical approach in my own research, I have an ecumenical view toward the many specialties within communication studies. I have published on GLBTQ topics in respected disciplinary journals like Rhetoric & Public Affairs and the Quarterly Journal of Speech. In addition, this Division recognized my work with a Top Paper Award in 2009. My GLBTQ scholarship has also been recognized at the NCA level with the Stephen E. Lucas Debut Publication Award in 2011 and this year with the Gerald R. Miller Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation Award. 

In planning for 2014 and beyond, I would hope to increase submissions to the Division as well as increase the number of reviewers. I would also plan to work with the other members of the Division and Caucus leadership to bring greater recognition to our scholarship, help make the Randy Majors Award an official NCA award, and continue the process conceived by others of establishing a GLBTQ Dissertation Award. Given my own research interests in GLBTQ memory, I would also be particularly focused on programming a slate of panels that recognizes the unique story of this division in the history of NCA and begins a conversation about what GLBTQ scholarship will look like in NCA's next 100 years. 

As a long time participant and leader in this division, I would appreciate your support and your vote.

Andrew Spieldenner

I have served as a reader for the division before and attended the meetings at NCA.  My doctorate (Howard University, 2009) research looked at HIV disclosure of HIV-positive Black gay men.  I am new to the faculty in Speech Communication at Hofstra University and interested in taking a more active role in the division.  Currently I serve as Chair of the Voices of Diversity Interest Group at ECA.  My background has largely been as an advocate and community-based researcher in HIV/AIDS and LGBT health.  I would like to serve as Vice Chair for the division in order to encourage work in our field, and increase our visibility through collaborating with other divisions.

Nominations for Secretary:

Sheena C. Howard

B.A., Hagan School of Business, Iona College; M.A., New York Institute of Technology, specialization Graphic Design; Ph.D., Howard University, Intercultural/ Rhetorical Communication

Sheena C. Howard is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication and Journalism at Rider University in Lawrenceville, NJ. She is a graduate of the Communication and Culture (Ph.D.) program at Howard University in Washington, DC. Her research interests are in intercultural and rhetorical communication with a special focus on sexual identity negotiation and minority images in popular culture.

Dr. Howard is the first editor (along with Ron L. Jackson) of the forthcoming book titled: Black Comics: Politics of Race and Representation (2013) and author of the forthcoming book, Black Queer Identity Matrix: Toward an Integrated Queer of Color Framework (2013). One of her most recent article publications, Intercultural (MIS) Communication: Why would you "out" me in class? published in the Journal of Sexuality and Culture won Top Competitive Paper under the Voices of Diversity Unit at the Eastern Communication Association conference (2012).

Dr. Howard has experience teaching interpersonal communication, intercultural communication, computer applications, business and professional communication.

Statement

I am excited about the opportunity to run for the Secretary position of the GLBTQ Division of NCA. I have long wanted to strengthen my ties with the GLBTQ division, so I am honored that I was nominated to run for this position by one of the division’s members. I bring strong experience to the GLBTQ Executive Board as I am currently the Secretary of the Black Caucus Unit of NCA. I have served two years as an Executive Board member for the Black Caucus Unit. I would like to bring my experience to the GLBTQ Division and serve the members of the division to the best of my ability.

E. Tristan Booth, Ph.D.

Arizona State University

Position Statement

I would like to run for the position of Secretary because I have always wanted to be more involved with the Division, and this seems like a good starting point.  This was the case with the Caucus on LGBTQ Concerns, where I began as Secretary, then moved to Vice Chair-Elect.

I have taken many, many minutes over the course of my life.  I was the secretary for the Phoenix Pride Committee for around eight years, prior to graduate school, and I am currently Secretary for the Arizona State University Alumni Association’s LGBT Devils’ Pride Chapter.

As the 2012 Chair of the Caucus, I took it upon myself to type up proposed “housekeeping” revisions to the Caucus bylaws, which had been discussed at the 2011 Business Meeting, and we are planning to vote on these revisions at the 2012 Business Meeting.  Michaela Meyer has indicated to me that similar revisions may be needed for the Division bylaws, and that this might be an appropriate task for the new Secretary.

